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I have never in my life thought that I could work with people from other parts of the world to provide amazing solutions to global challenges. Being the eleventh child and also a female in a polygamous family of fifteen with too many demands on the lean resources of my parents, I grew up to see the world as consisting of my extended family and my little community of Erin-osun, southwest Nigeria. Yet, by sheer stroke of luck and a smile of good fortune based on the fact that my Aunt took me into her home, I became the only university graduate in the family and one of the very few in my community with that rare priviledge.
A friend told me about Global Enterprise Experience (GEE) and encouraged me to participate. I am glad I did, because this has actually widened my horizon beyond my wildest imaginations and made me realize the tremendous inner strengths I posses. Due to the fact that internet facility is cheaper in the night than during the day, I have to stay awake every night to research and contribute to my team’s efforts. Many a times, I found myself dozing off while attending to my daily tasks and have to summon extra effort to stay awake to the astonishment of my colleagues who know me to be very diligent. Of particular interest was a day I fell into the gutter while dozing as I walk home. Of course that incident earned me a couple of scars which took some time to heal and my friends had the best laugh of their lifetime. Nonetheless, I believe the GEE experience is well worth the sacrifice.
It took me a great deal of patience and perseverance to contribute to my team’s work because I so much believe in the objective of the theme which is making women to be self sustained. I did not get discouraged by all the challenges I faced.

Above all, I am happy I participated in this year’s GEE, the experience is wonderful and memorable. This is my first time of relating with international students. If not for GEE, I may probably never have such opportunity and may still be thinking of the world as comprising of my family and little community in a remote part of Nigeria.
In the coming years, I will participate actively in GEE and also recommend GEE to all my friends. And to my active team mates, it’s nice working with you all and wishing you all the best GEE can offer.
Cheers!
