My reflections on the Global Enterprise Experience

As I am sitting here, people throughout the world are going about their everyday life. At any given minute approximately half of the global population will be asleep. This thought only really came evident to me recently. Well obviously I knew that this phenomenon existed but I had not really contemplated the impact that this spatial difference has on each moment in time. For me the Global Enterprise Experience highlighted these impacts. Illuminating the effects of different physical, cultural, environmental, economic and social environments throughout the globe.

When I realised that we had to enter this competition for IBUS 309, I must admit I was not overly enthused. To me the competition simply signified more work to keep me up to the wee hours. Not only that, it had the added complications of language and cultural differences. My initial reaction was to shy away from the difficulties that leading a cross cultural and virtual team presented. However as I delved deeper into the project I began to enjoy the challenge it presented.

It certainly was not a bed of roses, or if it was it certainly had a number of thorns. The initial contact with my team was a rather shock. I had established a network group online so that we could have a central portal in which to upload each of our individual profiles, hobbies, photos and the like. This went live on the launch of the project in conjunction with a welcome email to all group members. Initially I was under the impression that all other team members would be eager to get started. I was so excited to receive replies from Marit and Katha (our German team mates) the following day, followed by an email from Emily, Patient and Angela a few days later. However a few days dragged on into a week and we still had not heard from the other members. 
Though concerned we began to press on with the development of our idea. I was astounded by the creativity and ingenuity that each individual brought to the group. Even with the cultural and language barriers all members were encouraging and supportive of the ideas put forward. Initially I expected that we would pass through this stage relatively quickly. However it became evident that even though we are linked by every improving technological advances there are still vast chasms that limit our ability communicate effectively. Patient had limited access to the internet apologising profusely for not having a “good connection in Rwanda”. I also found that the time difference vastly impacted on our ability to maintain effective communication channels, communication was a lengthy stilted process as it was rare that we could all be online at one time. 
In the end we managed to overcome this barrier and through a lot of dedication and sheer determination a number of us collaborated to produce a proposal for Bios Investments. I am proud of the report that we have presented and even prouder of the team. 
In essence the experience of being part of this team and writing this journal led me to contemplate the global nature of today’s society. I have come to realise the intelligence and commitment of others who are different to me, and not to judge them because of that difference. A number of them taught me what true dedication is about, doing the hard yards and taking the slack when someone fails to deliver. Most strikingly however the experience led me to come to the conclusion that no matter how globally linked we become there will always be something that makes us different. Whether it is culture, economy, society or simply geography, it is what makes the world all the more exciting.
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