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The message of GeeBiz is a message of hope. It is hope that as long as the world has problems, there will always be several opportunities for concerned citizens to help and participate. Some of these problems, including that of the plight of our indigenous brothers and sisters, are widespread in the world. These are very exciting times, and it is not the time to be sitting back comfortable with where we are. After all, I discovered here in GeeBiz that the risk of inaction is often greater than the risk of change.
This has been my greatest learning after the three, arduous weeks of the GeeBiz competition. It was very enriching to work with my multicultural team of New Zealanders, Colombians, and Nigerian to altogether propose the setup of a coconut coir social enterprise for the indigenous Aeta community here in my country, the Philippines. The business aims to not only provide financially, but also to spread the social and economic effects of progress to the rest of the community. I have discovered that coconut coir, which is a waste product of coconut production, can actually be transformed into a high-value product. It is a viable opportunity which has not been thoroughly studied in the Philippines. On a personal level, it inspired me to be always on the lookout for possible business ventures waiting to be explored. Our country, despite being a poor land, is actually rich in both natural and human resource. All it takes is a good business idea to alleviate the suffering of thousands of our indigenous farmers.
Working in a global team to accomplish this feat is one of the highlights of my year. I was used to working in groups in my university – but usually just with other Filipinos. But here in GeeBiz, we have more than five heads working on a single project, in which each one has something different to contribute. We met one Sunday to discuss the proposal and give work assignments, and I realized the importance of knowing each one’s strengths in doing the report to fully capitalize on them. This was followed by an intensive chain of email threads and file revisions. While most participants would complain about the time difference, we actually took it to our advantage. When it is daytime in Manila, it is nighttime in New Zealand, etc. – and this ensured that we have at least one person working on the paper 24/7 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) leading to higher efficiency and productivity. I realized the contest is a good simulation of globalization – where multicultural teams are made to take advantage of one’s own skills set and to actually reap the benefits of time difference.
Of course, the project did not proceed smoothly from start until finish. There were frequent instances when some members would be held back by their personal lives and school work. Some would also be unreachable for days because of inability to check emails regularly. I personally managed to resolve this by being a proactive member – always on the lookout for email replies so I can respond right away to one’s concerns and not take for granted one fellow member’s limited access to internet. I also assisted in writing and editing several parts, especially to those who have really bright ideas but are just having difficulties in expressing themselves in English. For better connectivity, we also resorted to forming a Facebook group, GEEBIZ TEAM 26.
Ultimately, I am very happy that I was able to work with some of the best students all over the world to helping the indigenous people of the Philippines. On a personal level, I can somehow relate to how a single institution can be a catalyst for change. I am actually only able to attend a good university here in the Philippines because of a financial scholarship, and I owe it to my benefactors for giving me this privilege to study. I want the same thing to happen to the indigenous Aetas, through their integration to our social enterprise. I envision our proposed business changing their lives, and also opening them up to limitless possibilities. After all I realized that if you must dream, you should dream BIG. Dream big not only because it is highly ambitious, but dream big so that it is wide enough to fit everybody.
